Police firing ran

oe supported by those who use it
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U.S. postal inspectors use the Plaistow slmtinq range for their biannuai shooting quﬂiﬁc&timﬁ.

(Jown of Plastaw Police:Department
| e Tiaining Facility ————
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By Dustivy Luca $150,000. When Savage joined

LINLISHTED dluca@eagletribune.com the force 27 years ago, the range
o g Eay wasen't much more than a pocket

i ABINE] PLAISTOW — The tactical train- of land behind the town's landfill.

ing facility on Wilder Roadismore Targets were often bulky items
than a firing range for local law abandoned at the site, Savage said.
enforcement officers. It’s a facility “['ve been here since the days of
they built — with no tax dollars. shooting refrigerators,” he said.
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MORE ON THE WEB AT A number of groups and Everything at the facility was “We've undergone a significant
anIeTrihune .com organizations have been set up by those using it, along with metamorphosis in 27 years.”
credited with helping build the come business donations, police Today, several agencies use the

U.5. Postal Inspectors
recertify at ",;; range Plaistow Police Department's

———— tactical training facility.

Chief Stephen Savage said.
The facility is worth about See TARGET, Page 10
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site. Danville, Hampstead
and Haverhill, Mass., police
all use the site for annual
re-qualification.

U.S. Postal Inspectors also
come Lo the site from all over
New England and upstate
New York to train,

Targets are donated. Train-
Ing classes are held in a
building built with donations.
A donated generator powers
heaters and air conditioners
that also were donated.

All organizations that use
the facility do so through
memorandums of under-
standing that basically estab-
lish one thing: If you use it,

you improve it

Because of that, no tax dol-
lars have been appropriated
for the facility, Savage said.

“This isn’t a popular thing
to spend money on,” he said.
“We all know the importance
of training, but when it comes
down to tax dollars, we don't
stack up to recreation.”

Not everyone is a fan of the
facility. Al though it's typi-
cally active only on weekdays
when most residents are at
work, the site does gener-
ate noise complaints from
neighbors,

They erop up for both the
Plaistow facility and another
site used by Kingston police
not too far to the north, Sav-
age said.

The facility has seen

significant work over the
past several years. The city
of Haverhill recently donated
about $500 worth of material
and labor to repair a fence
and gate on the 4

“There’s a lot of sweat
equity invested in it,” Savage
said. “You can't just come in
and shoot. You have to
something to the table.”

The U.S. Postal Inspection
Service provides the targets.

“We entered into an agree-
ment with the chief,” Postal
Inspector Sean Dever said.
“We'll come down, donate
supplies like cardboard, the
frames, if you let us shoot
here.”

About a dozen inspec-
tors were at the site earlier
this week for their biannual

requalification training. They
used handguns at different
ranges, firing while stand-
ing, erouched and prone to
the ground. -

The site is perfect for
postal inspectors, due to its
outdoor nature, where they
hold training rain or shine,

“Our operators and agents
have to come out, It doesn't
matter if it's raining, snow-
ing,” Dever said. “We can't
dictate when a firefight is
going to happen. That's real-
istic. That's real life."

Having a building nearby
with an outdoor cano py
helps for in extreme
weather like blinding snow.

“To have somewhere you
can go out and shoot, and then
come in from the elements, is

huge,” Dever said.

The agency is looking for-
ward to pitehing in for the
facility’s next major upgrade:
anew rifle range.

Right now, the rifle range is
Just an area of dirt with some
marked stakes sticking out of
the ground. :

Once completed, it could
provide adequate training
for snipers shooting from 100
vards away, Dever said.

Savage is eyeing the addi-
tion of a rifle range, too. But
his first priority is paving the
existing range, which has
enough space for targets up
to about 25 yards away.

That's expected to cost
about $18,000 and be done
sometime this summer.
Once it's paved, cleaning up

ejected brass would becom
a lot easier,

Right now, anyone usin
the range saves empty bras
casings that come from th
weapons. Once a decent co
lection is built up, it's sold a
serap and the money goe
into the site, Savage said.

He'd rather put it into
savings account, he said
A revolving account woull
accomplish that, he said.

Until then, the site wil
continue to be supported by
those who use it.

“They take ownership of i
and get fussy about peoply
serewing with it,” Savag
said. “I'm not too interestec
in soliciting 15 departments
to come in here. Can ym
imagine the calendar?"




