
 

 

 
 
 

Drought Update 

September 9, 2022 
 

 

Summary 

 

• Over the month of August, generally the upper 50% of the state was 
downgraded from a drought designation to abnormally dry conditions and 
drought became more severe in parts of the lower half of the state. The 
drought intensified the most along a portion of New Hampshire's southern 
border. Recent rain improved conditions along the border, and the area has 
been downgraded from extreme drought (D3) to severe drought (D2). 

 

• Currently, the lower half of the state is experiencing moderate drought (D1) 
or severe drought (D2) and the upper half of the state is experiencing 
abnormally dry or normal conditions. 

 

• Groundwater monitoring wells in Southeastern New Hampshire, the 
Connecticut River Valley and the White Mountains Region indicate 
groundwater levels continue to be low to below normal (0 to 25th 
percentile). Groundwater levels in northern Coos and Merrimack Counties 
and western Hillsborough County are at normal to above normal levels.   

 

• The rain received this past week provided a much-needed relief pulse to 
some of the state's rivers; however, the groundwater deficit suggests that 
the recent relief may be short lived. 

 

• The monthly precipitation outlook leans toward below normal precipitation 
and the three-month precipitation outlook indicates an equal chance of 
above, below, or near normal precipitation. These outlooks do not provide a 
strong indication that the state will receive enough precipitation to improve 
drought conditions. 

 



• The monthly temperature outlook leans towards above normal 
temperatures and the three-month temperature outlook indicates above 
normal temperatures are likely. The warmer temperatures may lead to 
more evaporation than normal during this time of year and less recharge of 
water supplies. 

 

• The weekly forecast indicates a dry weekend with a likelihood of showers 
on Tuesday. 

 

The Message 

It is going to take much more rain than received this past week to alleviate drought 
conditions and precipitation outlooks do not provide any reassurance. 
 

Community water systems and municipalities experiencing drought, as indicated 
on the U.S. Drought Monitor map, should leave outdoor water restrictions in place. 
The level of restriction shall be based on the information above, known local 
impacts and if known, current availability of water supply. NHDES recommends 
the following: 
 

• In all areas experiencing drought, limit landscape watering to before 7am 
and after 8pm. 

 

• In areas of moderate drought, reduce landscape watering to even and odd 
days based on address. 

 

• In areas of severe drought, limit landscape watering to two days a week 
and limit unnecessary water use such as washing cars and driveways and 
filling pools. 

 

• Despite the level of drought, in areas with much below or low groundwater 
levels, ban outdoor water use with the exception of hand watering 
vegetable gardens. 

 



Community water systems, as well as municipalities implementing lawn watering 
restrictions within town boundaries pursuant to RSA 41:11-d, should report 
restrictions to NHDES using the Water Use Restriction Reporting Form. 

 

Drought Conditions and Water Use Restrictions 
 

U.S. Drought Monitor 

This week's drought monitor indicates the following: 
 

• 24.3% of the state is experiencing "severe drought". 

 

• 23.67% of the state is experiencing "moderate drought". 

 

• 43.95% of the state is experiencing "abnormally dry" conditions. 

 

• 8.07% of the state is experiencing normal conditions. 

 

Water Use Restrictions List 
 

• One hundred and seven community water systems and eight municipalities 
have outdoor water use restrictions in place, impacting approximately 
324,100 people. One hundred and two restrictions are mandatory, and 
thirteen restrictions are voluntary. 
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Hydrological Conditions 
 

 

August NH Geological Survey Monthly Groundwater Level Report 
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001En0mqIgci5XbTQH-5FoQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-2DGpp7ANtAoFLqlg-5FMSJ6LwL49XVmtwuzVn6ndwZWZSnXHxzjtIdISUqX3RRHnjAR-2DLPgsFsXDUCf-5FiU-2Dxo3GXTwxtr6d85LNO4wzFA-2Dwm2DEf4n2KV5gpOPb5n4NdUMXdH4E7-2DhZ2hd8acRxttpz0-2DZ38i-2DP3mimEloJNR-2DUBFJcqtKnp3lBl9Nzild8Pfz06rg8LgqsjGbheCI1U38g-3D-3D-26c-3DLuYZiBjcy8u5Wxyjyiu3oxbvFjOfMWgjBbXiUAD5m9kWNEuVPpkKQg-3D-3D-26ch-3D9tBYONkxqDqJfvSmoOuzeJZvzdbVp8T-5F8ZzvffsKutWXtgqdoB3LbQ-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6JeY1MnCDS8Igi_ERFMTTBBDlj_4Z8j60TchtrGDXEA&m=ixBo_yH4aQONo0BK83AOSlGXpzTDfIjMMPcsnLB3VOw&s=ncEAk1NDTAZ8-8nC6OUO0gj0k8oLMcfQFdD_2pA06JA&e=


Sampling of the New Hampshire Groundwater Monitoring Network wells indicates 
that at the end of August, groundwater levels were as follows: 
 

• Groundwater levels in southeastern New Hampshire, the Connecticut River 
Valley, and the White Mountains Region continue to be at low to below 
normal (0 to 25th percentile).  

 

• Groundwater levels in northern Coos and Merrimack Counties and western 
Hillsborough County are at normal to above normal levels for the month of 
August.   

 



 

 

USGS Streamflows 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001En0mqIgci5XbTQH-5FoQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-2DGpp7ANtAoFLqlg-5FMSJ2Xm2-2DfERvJDp19OOwjzFhDQcigSyb9zcaO4Erc6CgCgB-2DUifnvIP3asqECFeX8ntcp518ivYWReqVIwhstbZbcJ8aY1hnBlggRPyiWhyV-5Fagpc7E7jIxWTw5noq4hByxzVfmaYvitRseT0afjdcs2ucjhGJdJ9eHQ-3D-3D-26c-3DLuYZiBjcy8u5Wxyjyiu3oxbvFjOfMWgjBbXiUAD5m9kWNEuVPpkKQg-3D-3D-26ch-3D9tBYONkxqDqJfvSmoOuzeJZvzdbVp8T-5F8ZzvffsKutWXtgqdoB3LbQ-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6JeY1MnCDS8Igi_ERFMTTBBDlj_4Z8j60TchtrGDXEA&m=ixBo_yH4aQONo0BK83AOSlGXpzTDfIjMMPcsnLB3VOw&s=mRcEVlV8Qh9usiNpYH29rCSrfCVrkkCSoZoFEWhEqhQ&e=


 

 

  

 

Precipitation Amounts 
 

Observed Precipitation Received 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001En0mqIgci5XbTQH-5FoQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-2DGpp7ANtAoFLqlg-5FMSJ6LwL49XVmtwmt7ykfW4fetoE3A6xj5TL6XwPdlTV2ZNRG7-5FMTxxxzlN-2DhO8mArNpAdLE8w48xG9gAhB-2DcgD7JfPzj0zy4dX0o87bWcXuPVoeX3dn6On0pD1i6EtIRACqg-3D-3D-26c-3DLuYZiBjcy8u5Wxyjyiu3oxbvFjOfMWgjBbXiUAD5m9kWNEuVPpkKQg-3D-3D-26ch-3D9tBYONkxqDqJfvSmoOuzeJZvzdbVp8T-5F8ZzvffsKutWXtgqdoB3LbQ-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6JeY1MnCDS8Igi_ERFMTTBBDlj_4Z8j60TchtrGDXEA&m=ixBo_yH4aQONo0BK83AOSlGXpzTDfIjMMPcsnLB3VOw&s=rFAcXMDnyt8VOhhT4izk-e4CGrfJDvg2xEkJQ7wsJVU&e=


 

Precipitation data for this past week's rain indicates Coos County received 
between 0.01" and 0.25" of precipitation. The majority of the state located south of 
Coos County received 0.75" to 2.5" of rain. 

 

 

 

Forecasts and Outlooks 
 

Precipitation and Temperature Outlooks  

 

September Precipitation and Temperature Outlook 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001En0mqIgci5XbTQH-5FoQInMJDklIHUXHxzzp-2DGpp7ANtAoFLqlg-5FMSJ1PbEfdwTCm4Zyc-5FJLyDjIOE9c6So1D3aAagnoVxC9t-5FSJbNdtz2KZnLDVlU9WPaFp5R8FBQZB1uFT0T02blwm76cj-5FyUt8qRAvQaj4j16dHNHTIqvOSrhZ0Hk1pHmnucw-3D-3D-26c-3DLuYZiBjcy8u5Wxyjyiu3oxbvFjOfMWgjBbXiUAD5m9kWNEuVPpkKQg-3D-3D-26ch-3D9tBYONkxqDqJfvSmoOuzeJZvzdbVp8T-5F8ZzvffsKutWXtgqdoB3LbQ-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6JeY1MnCDS8Igi_ERFMTTBBDlj_4Z8j60TchtrGDXEA&m=ixBo_yH4aQONo0BK83AOSlGXpzTDfIjMMPcsnLB3VOw&s=3DxyVp8ygWuFeBI7r3-2BQrBRqPBwtQNYxahpiHmnqU&e=


 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Precipitation and Temperature Outlook  
For September, October and November 

 

 

Additional Resources 
 

Regional Forecast - National Weather Service Forecast Discussion 

 

                    Visit the NHDES Drought Management Webpage  
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